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REGIONAL CONFERENCE OCTOBER 9th, 10th and 11th 
LORD BALTIMORE HOTEL Baltimore, Maryland 


Plans for the Regional Conference of the Library Associations of New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and The District of Columbia 
are proceeding nicely and a large attendance is expected. 


Mrs. Helen Steinbarger of the Library at Washington is the general chairman, 
James Bryan of the Newark Public Library is Chairman of the Program, Miss 
Eleanor Falley of Goucher College is the Chairman of arrangements, Richard 
Minnich of Easton has charge of Exhibits, and Miss Kate Coplan of the Enoch 
Pratt Library is Chairman of Publicity. Pennsylvania has a representative 
on each Committee. 


The program is now in process of development and it is expected it will be 
completed by the end of June. Plan now to attend this Regional Conference 
and send your reservations to Miss Eleanor Falley, Goucher College Library, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


INTERIM REPORT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Miss Shorey, Mr. Keator and Mr. Munn met with Dr. Haas, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, in Harrisburg, January 16. We determined to ask Gover- 
nor Duff for his advice on the best procedure for making a library survey of Penn- 
sylvania. Back of this was the hope that Governor Duff might become interested 
and make the survey an administration matter. Miss Shorey requested an 
audience with the Governor. 


Instead of granting the audience, Governor Duff referred Miss Shorey’s 
letter to “one of the leaders on the General Assembly” for advice. The Governor 
later wrote to Miss Shorey that the library survey can be made by the Joint 
State Government Commission in connection with the “anticipated study of 
public school facilities.” 


_ Quite naturally, we would prefer an independent library survey, but it is 
impolitic to attempt to secure it since Governor Duff and the “leader in the Gener- 
al Assembly” have decided against it. Our job now is to try to guide the Joint State 
Government Commission in a way which will result in a comprehensive study of 
libraries. The Commission is composed of members of the House and Senate, and 
has funds for the employment of investigators. It has been responsible for, 

studies of other matters. 
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P. L. A. is also interested in securing 
legislation under which school librarians 
who hold both a bachelor’s degree in 
liberal arts or education and a library 
degree representing a fifth year of study, 
are given salary parity with teachers 
who hold a master’s degree. 

House Bill 6 is so worded that school 
librarians whose library course was in- 
cluded within the four undergraduate 
years might claim this parity. P. L. A. 
has asked for an amendment to this bill 
which will make it clear that it is only 
the fifth year of study beyond high 
school which is to be considered equal 
to a master’s degree. P. L. A. is not 
pushing this bill, because it is expected 
that this matter will be included in leg- 
islation being prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction. The De- 
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partment’s bill will be surer of passage, 
Rate Munn, Chairman, 
Legislative Committee. 


GREAT BOOKS FORUM AT 
NEW CASTLE 

The Great Books Forum, started in 
the New Castle Public Library last 
August, goes along with enthusiastic 
support. The Forum is part of a nation- 
wide plan introduced by the University 
of Chicago as a basis for adult educa- 
tion. A graduate student of the Uni- 
versity on finding the librarian inter- 
ested, volunteered leadership for the 
summer. Together they mapped a 
series of meetings lasting for seven 
weeks, sent out letters and newspaper 
stories. We hoped for an attendance 
of about fifteen, prepared seats for forty, 
and fifty-five came to the first meeting. 
The attendance during the first seven 
weeks ran from thirty-six to seventy- 
seven. 

The first group of readings included 
Plato’s Apology and the Crito; Sopho- 
cles’ Oedipus Rex; Milton’s The Lyci- 
das; John Locke’s Of Civil Government 
and John Stewart Mill’s Of Liberty. 
These were selected because they are all 
works which deal with the fundamental 
theoretical and _ practical problems 
which have confronted mankind in 
every age. The authors are the great 
original minds of civilization and are 
its greatest teachers. The books are a 
source of stimulation and instruction. 
Copies of the books were distributed 
in advance so that each member of the 
group could read them prior to the 
meetings. The discussions were infor- 
mal and the audience invited to partici- 
pate with maximum freedom. 

The widespread and enthusiastic ap- 
proval which greeted the experimental 
sessions of the Great Books Forum en- 
couraged the Library to propose the 
continuation of the program and a sec- 
ond series was run from October 
through December, meeting twice a 
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month instead of every week. To de- 
termine the books for discussion a list 
of fifty books was submitted to the 
members of the Forum with the request 
that they vote on those they desired. 
‘The choice of the audience shows a wide 
variety of interests. T. S. Eliot’s The 
Wasteland; Chekov’s Cherry Orchard; 
Freud’s Introduction to Psychoanalysis; 
Robert M. Hutchins’ Higher Learning 
in America and Niezche’s Beyond Good 
and Evil were the works receiving the 
largest number of votes and were select- 
ed for discussion. So much interest was 
shown that a third series of meetings 
was arranged which began in January 
and is now under way. 


After the first leader went away vol- 
unteers for leadership were found 
among the regular members. In turn 
we have had as leaders an attorney, an 
industrial executive, two high school 
teachers, a writer and a member of the 
library staff. 


Atice M. Steruine, Librarian. 


SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
FOUNDING OF LIBRARY 
IN TITUSVILLE 


The seventieth anniversary of the 
founding of the Titusville Library Asso- 
ciation, on May 21st, will be celebrated 
in connection with Book Week. This 
movement was antedated in western 
Pennsylvania only by libraries in Mead- 
ville, Erie and Warren, to quote an 
article in the “Herald” of 1877. On 
February 6th, of this year, the 43rd an- 
niversary of the dedication. of the pres- 
ent building, donated as a Memorial 
by the family of Byron David Benson, 
was observed. Thus, after twenty-sev- 
en years successful operation as a sub- 
scription library, it became a “Free” 
Public Library. More than 4,000 books 
= transferred to the new building 
then. 


In April, 1877, thirty shares of stock 
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at $100 a share were subscribed. The 
running expenses were met by an an- 
nual membership fee of $2.00. The 
first librarian was William James Car- 
penter, whose carefully kept books re- 
cord the expenditures for books and 
magazines; his modest salary ranged 
from $367 to $400 a year through the 
year 1882. The first library was housed 
in the Hoenig block in three handsome 
rooms. In 1880 a printed catalog was 
issued. The Charter and Constitution 
of the first library forbade the payment 
of dividends and no indebtedness could 
be incurred. The first officers were: 
President, Byron D. Benson; treasurer, 
J. A. Neill; secretary, Roger Sherman; 
and a board of Directors of seven mem- 
bers. 


The facilities of the present building 
have been increased through extensive 
repairs during the last six months. In 
December a room for story activities, 
the gift of Mrs. Frank L. Nuse, was 
added to the juvenile equipment. Since 
January florescent lighting has been 
installed in several rooms and in the 
stacks on the main floor. More re- 
cently two more rooms in the basement 
have been reclaimed; one has been made 
into a staff rest room; the other is a 
stack room for books. In 1943 a large 
lecture room was made into a stock 
room for periodicals. The library con- 
tains about 22,500 books of which about 
8,000 have been added during the four 
years of reorganization. Circulation 
was 163,000 from January, 1942, to 
April 1, 1947. The Chairman of the 
Library Board is Mrs. Charles T. 
Evans. 

Evita Row ey, Librarian. 


Anyone desiring the film “Library 
on Wheels” may rent it for $2.50 plus 
transportation charges. Apply to Miss 
Kathryn Oller, Gettysburg, Pa. 
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ADAMS COUNTY ISSUES FIRST 
REPORT 


The Adams County Free Library be- 
gan service on January 5, 1946. Since 
then its growth has been almost phe- 
nomenal. County citizens, both adults 
and children, eager for reading, grasped 
the opportunity for borrowing books, 
and have become ardent patrons. Cir- 
culation figures show that 46,900 books 
have been borrowed during this ten- 
month period. Of this number 70 per 
cent were loaned from the bookmobile, 
and 80 per cent were read by children. 
While children have surpassed adults in 
amount of reading done, adult reading 
is showing a gradual, steady increase. 
There were 32,763 fiction and 14,137 
non-fiction books read in this period. 

The book collection numbers more 
than 800 volumes. Three-fourths of 
these books were given by interested 
patrons, with the remaining fourth be- 
ing purchased from library funds. This 
is an excellent beginning, but at least 
40,000 volumes will be needed before 
adequate service can be given. Pam- 
phlets and magazines are also available. 

The bookmobile, named “Redwing,,” 
by the county school children, was put 
into operation in March, and serves 
regularly each month the three 
branches, 12 adult deposit stations, and 
95 schools, both public and parochial. 

Providing reading for every resident 
of the county, so that rural children 
may have an equal chance with town, 
that both young and old may have 
educational reading, is our goal. 


Katuryn Outer, Librarian. 


COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 


The county library movement has 
taken a new lease of life. Somerset has 
joined the group of county libraries, 
bringing the total up to 24, not count- 
ing Philadelphia where the city and 
county are identical. Well developed 
campaigns are under way in Armstrong 


and Franklin Counties; and _consider- 
able interest has been shown in Bucks, 
Montgomery and Juniata Counties. 

In Somerset County the Commission- 
ers have appropriated more than $5,000 
for the work and have contracted with 
the Public Library there. Mrs. Cecelia 
K. Walker, the librarian, will serve as li- 
brarian of both units. 

Montgomery County is considering 
the establishment of a county library, 
‘aney have had the film “Library on 
Wheels,” which has been shown to a 
number of organizations. Both the 
Norristown Public Library and the Ab- 
ington Library Association in Jenkin- 
town are interested in contracting with 
the commissioners for the county ser- 
vice. 

Mrs, Carola L. Stuckenrath, librarian 
of the Mifflin County Library, reports 
that they are making plans for a com- 
plete re-organization of the library ser- 
vice, with emphasis on_ extending 
county service. 


CARNEGIE CORPORATION 
MAKES A GRANT FOR STUDY OF 
LIBRARY SERVICE IN U. S. 


A two-year study of how efficiently 
public libraries are serving American 
communities and whether _ libraries 
should become future custodians of non- 
commercial radio, films and television 
will be financed with a grant of $175, 
000 by the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, Robert M. Lester, the secre- 
tary, announced. 

The study will be conducted by a 
special committee of the Social Science 
Research Council, with Dr. Robert D. 
Leigh as chairman. 

Other members of the committee are 
Ralph A. Beals, director of the New 
York Public Library; J. Frederick Dew- 
hurst, of the Twentieth Century Fund; 
Donald Marquis, University of Michi- 
gan; Mary U. Rothrock, specialist in 
library services of the Tennessee Valley 
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Authority and president of the Ameri- 
can Library Association; Richard H. 
Shryock, Professor of American History, 
University of Pennsylvania, and acting 
director of the American Council of 
Learned Societies, and Malcolm M. Wil- 
ley, vice-president of the University of 
Minnesota. 

Surveys will be made in twenty rep- 
resentative communities ranging from 
Metropolitan centers to rural villages. 
Ten of the communities will have high- 
ly developed libraries and ten will have 
average facilities. The investigators 
will seek to find out what kinds of per- 
sons use the libraries and what kinds do 
not, and why. 

While the public library will be the 
center of the study, it will include the 
relationship to the community library 
of school, university and endowed 
libraries, national cataloguing and co- 
ordinating services such as the Library 
of Congress and the American Library 
Association. 

Dr. Leigh said the library as a major 
tax-supported institution must be meas- 
ured against the background of mass- 
circulation newspapers, magazines, low- 
cost books, radio, films and the advent 
of television and facsimile. 


One problem, he reported, would be 
to determine whether the library should 
be confined to books and printed mat- 
ter or be developed into a community 
nucleus for all cultural and information 
media, ranging from art exhibits to non- 
commercial radio programs and docu- 
mentary films. 

“No clearly defined institutional pat- 
tern,” Dr. Leigh said, “has yet been 
created for the non-commercial use of 
tadio, movies, television and facsimile, 
comparable to the library’s custodian- 
ship of printed products.” 

The Survey was proposed by the 
American Library Association. 


New York TIMEs, 
April 14, 1947. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


The thirty-third annual Library 
School will be held at the Pennsylvania 
State College Library from June 30 to 
August 9, inclusive. 

The usual courses in reference, cata- 
loguing, book selection, work for child- 
ren, public library and school library 
methods and administration will be 
given. In addition, the two courses, 
offered last year for the first time, on 
rural and county Library service, will 
be repeated. A County Library Insti- 
tute will be held on July 24 in connec- 
tion with these courses and visits will 
be paid to county libraries in operation. 

Living accomodations are available 
for approximately $13.50 per week and 
the general fee is $6.00 per credit. Sev- 
eral scholarships of $75.00 each are 
available to librarians of small libraries. 
Librarians and teachers interested in 
any phase of the program are requested 
to write to the Director of the Summer 
School, Willard P. Lewis, Librarian, 
Pennsylvania State College, State Col- 
lege, Pa. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


Hearings on the Bill were expected to 
begin the week of April 21st. Favor- 
able interest, though growing, must be 
sustained and extended until the Bill is 
enacted. Evidence of interest from 
librarians and from people outside the 
profession carries real weight and more 
publicity is needed. Contact your Con- 
gressmen and Senators, asking for their 
support and telling them why you are 
interested. The effort to advance the 
Bill is a major educational responsibility 
for all of us. 

Joun H. KNICKERBOCKER, 
Coordinator. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The second annual Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania School Library Conference was 
held at Millersville, March 7-8. Special 
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emphasis was given to books suitable 
for school libraries, but other subjects 
covered were publicity methods, ele- 
mentary school library service and 
library service and library instruction 
for junior school pupils. 

Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, school 
library advisor, and well known for her 
work in North Carolina in the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction in Raleigh, 
spoke on her work as state school 
library supervisor. 

Other speakers included Kenneth 
Gould, editor of Scholastic magazines 
and author of “Windows on _ the 
World”; Phyllis Whitney, author of 
children’s books and reviewer for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer; Alice Ruf, of the 
faculty of Drexel Library School; S. 
June Smith, supervisor of special educa- 
tion, Lancaster County schools; Mrs. 
Dorothy Bender Nystrom, librarian, 
Manheim Township School; Mrs. Mary 
Ellen Lewis, librarian, State Teachers 
College, Kutztown; and Mrs. Jane Gray 
Smith, Training School Library State 
Teachers College, Millersville. 

This conference was sponsored by the 
Kutztown and Millersville State Teach- 
ers Colleges and about two hundred 
librarians and teachers attended. 


INDIANA FILM LIBRARY 


The Indiana Film Library continues 
to expand its services to schools and or- 
ganizations, and welcomes inquiries 
about lists of films, rental rates and 
booking arrangements. The entire list 
of Coronet Instructional Films has been 
added to the list of classroom films al- 
ready in use. Particular study groups 
will be interested in such titles as: 
Know Your Library, Maps as Fun, I 
Want to be a Secretary, Work of the 
Stock Exchange, Parliamentary Pro- 
cedures in Action, Aptitudes and Occu- 
pations. A new Treasury Department 
film: America, the Beautiful, is in color, 
and is one of a number of excellent films 
made available through cooperation 


between the film library and the govern- 
ment. 

All the films in the Indiana Film 
Library are available to schools or 
societies on a rental basis. The films 
leave Indiana on Saturday, are used 
until Thursday, placed in the mails no 
later than Thursday evening to be re- 
turned to the library. Lists of films 
and other information may be secured 
through Wilber Emmert, director, Indi- 
ana Film Library, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Indiana, Pa. 


NEWS NOTES 

In revising “Equal Chance” the A. 
L. A. publication that shows compara- 
tive statewide figures of library service, 
we find that Pennsylvania has improved 
its situation considerably during the 
past six years. The total number of 
citizens without public library service 
has been reduced from 3,451,555 to 
2,980,076, or from 35 per cent of the 
population to 30.1 per cent. Instead 
of 56 boroughs with population 5,000/ 
10,000 not having public libraries, there 
are now 43; and of communities of 
10,000 plus there are 9 as compared 
with 16 in 1941. 


Wilson Library Bulletin for March, 
1947, prints an article, “Brick by 
Brick,” by William Bacon, Librarian of 
the Public Library, Erie. This is a 
plea to librarians to take stock of what 
they are doing for their own institu- 
tions and communities. Good will, he 
maintains, is built up painfully, brick 
by brick over long years. Every library 
must move vigorously for a place in a 
dynamic, changing society, and only 
conscious, sincere effort can bring the 
results we want. 


The Pittsburgh Chapter of _ the 
Special Libraries Association held a 
dinner meeting in the College Club, 
April 15, Miss Coena Ruch of the Car- 
negie Library reference department 
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serving as chairman of the meeting and 
three members reviewing articles in a 
general discussion of the topic: “Second 
Challenge—Librarianship.’’ Miss 
Stella R. Vetter had as her subject 
“Public relations for libraries.” Miss 
Hazel Anderson spoke on “Inter-library 
loans”; and Miss Wilma Zimmerman 
— the subject of “Reference 
work. 


The Chief Librarian of the City of 
Westminster, London, England, Lionel 
R. McColvin, recently visited libraries 
and library schools in Pennsylvania, 
lecturing and speaking informally to 
groups of librarians and_ students. 
Under the sponsorship of the British 
Council, he visited libraries in the 
Middle East and Australia on a special, 
globe-circling mission. This was not 
his first visit to this country as he 
attended the A. L. A. conference in 
Richmond, Virginia, in 1936. 


A. L. Robinson, acting librarian at 
the University of Pittsburgh Library 
reports that a microfilm reading ma- 
chine has been purchased and orders 
have been placed for three important 
series of microfilm: American Periodi- 
cals from 1741-1800: American Periodi- 
cals from 1800-1825; and the New York 
Times. “It will be interesting to see 
how our students and faculty respond. 
... Time has a habit of overtaking us 
these days.” 


The will of Henry F. Marx, will bene- 
fit the Easton Public Library and the 
Northampton County Historical and 
Genealogical Society, of which he was 
librarian for many years before his 
death April 5. 

After the death of Mrs. Marx, $10,000 
of the trust fund will go to the society 
to finance historical lectures and to 
publish historical manuscripts. The 
balance of the undetermined estate will 
go to the library to purchase historical 


works for the Henry Marx Historical 
and Genealogical collections. 


Mrs. Mary A. Thomasson, librarian 
at Haverford Township Junior High 
School stopped by her window to look 
out upon the Agriculture class, each 
member busy repairing and recondition- 
ing the greenhouse for spring planting. 
The sounds of hammering and sawing, 
the wholehearted activities she saw and 
heard somehow started her thinking in 
her own particular vein of philosophy, 
and somehow it all got down on paper, 
with the result that it made an excellent 
article, and the Pennsylvania School 
Journal printed it in the March issue. 


The National Committee on Atomic 
Information, 1749 L St., N. W. Wash- 
ington, D. C. addressed an appeal to 
all Pennsylvania state organization 
leaders to participate in an Institute 
on Atomic Education Techniques, in 
Philadelphia, on April 25th. The pur- 
pose of this Committee is to make peo- 
ple aware of the implications of atomic 
energy, its significance for the welfare 
and security of our nation and for all 
civilization. The meeting was called 
to get advice as how best to plan and 
carry out an atomic education program 
on the community level in Pennsyl- 
vania. The Enoch Pratt Library, Balti- 
more, has recently organized a “Com- 
mittee on Survival” which has launched 
a program to educate citizens to the 
implications of atomic power. Pennsyl- 
vania librarians will be called upon to 
assist in this important movement. 


The Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Li- 
brary of Northumberland was named 
to receive a bequest of $25,000 from the 
estate of the late Mrs. Mary Forsyth 
Herr, who died in February. It was 
through the generosity of Mrs. Herr 
and her sister-in-law, Mrs. William For- 
syth, the former Frances Priestley, that 
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the library was founded in 1926. Dedi- 
cated to the memory of the Forsyth and 
Priestley families of a past generation, 
the two women set up a trust fund to 
purchase the Priestley home and equip 
it as a library, which was presented to 
the town. During the lifetime of Mrs. 
Herr and Mrs. Forsyth each contributed 
towards the upkeep of the library. This 
additional sum of $25,000 was set up in 
a trust fund several years ago so that 
the library could continue to function 
as a memorial. 


The history of the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association, which is being pre- 
pared by Charlotte E. Evans, to supple- 
ment the two formerly compiled by 
William F. Stevens, Librarian of the 
Carnegie Library of Homstead, is pro- 
gressing slowly. It is planned to cover 
the years from 1923 to date. 

The most important development 
during this period was, probably, the 
adoption of a system of “Standards and 
Certification.” This was first talked of 
at the meeting in Philadelphia in 1933, 
and a Committee was appointed at that 
time, and its plan was finally approved 
at the York meeting in 1937. 

In 1924 the Association voted to af- 
filiate with the American Library Asso- 
ciation and was accepted by that asso- 
ciation in 1925. Beginning with 1926, 
the Pennsylvania Association was asked 
to send a special delegate to the A. L. A. 
Council. The President and Secretary 
were always considered delegates, but 
from 1926 on, the President appointed 
a special delegate. These names appear 
in the minutes, with the exception of 
the years 1933, ’36, 37, °38, °39. If the 
Presidents for those years remember 
whom they appointed, the present com- 
piler would appreciate being told who 
they were. 


———= 


Plans for monthly salvage drives by 
the Huntingdon County Library were 
begun last November. The purpose 
was duo-fold; to help the waste paper 
shortage and to increase the book fund, 
Cooperation with the local Scrap Deak 
er was established. All collections are 
free and all profits derived are turned 
over to the library. Sixteen hundred 
pounds of waste paper was received 
during the first drive. A Committee 
appointed by the librarian met after the 
first drive and it was decided to hold 
bi-monthly drives with the beginning 
of 1947. 


These drives are held on the second 
and fourth Fridays of the month. Now 
not only is waste paper collected, but all 
salvageable material. Anyone having 
scrap for collection is requested to call 
either the library or the scrap dealer 
and the truck will stop at their home 
Since the beginning of the year $104.60) 
has been received and 21,820 pounds of 
scrap has been collected. There is very 
little work involved on the part of the 
librarian. A short newspaper article is 
written before each drive to remind 
community of the date of the collection, 
and “scrap wanted” ads are run for two 
days before the Drive. The latter costs 
$1.20 a month and is the only expense, 


The Lake Erie Library Association, 
composed of public, school and retired 
librarians from Erie County and bot 
dering counties in Pennsylvania, New 
York and Ohio, are planning a spring 
meeting which will be held at the Pub- 
lic Museum in Erie on May 21st. The 
main feature of the program will be an 
address by Dr. Carroll D. Champlin of 
Pennsylvania State College on the 
subject “Character Building Through 
Reading.” 














